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FATHER JOSEPH DER.-
GENT, THE MARTYR
OF GELRODE

HAD rather not teil this H.IOP‘V—-
I the story of a martyrdom in our

own times, Not because the incl-

dents In themselves, frightful as
they are, are a Dlot on the honor of
the regiment which perpetrated them,
but because an  incident happened
while I wus writing it which wus as
RUrtling a1t waus polgnant and freight-
o] with grief. One of my college chiumns
has been sending me from

Touvaln

the first thine it appeared in London
a hittle
called the Voice of Belgivm | and some
February  last 1

tale of Pather Juseph

Flemish paper published there

the
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when T was ot college in Louvaln we
passed Gelrode onoar way to Aerschot
and the quivt peaceful vilage Was a

pieturesgque s any in Flanders, When
I bLegan to collect materd W for this
| series of articles 1 felt that |

|
ather!
|
!

Dergent's marty rdotn onght 1o tind «

plaes in the collection bt in reading

over again the originel report ol his ‘
death, publi=hed  Vebruwl 1815,
LIGro Wiks (L puesigs the § i 1 t
count 1T could not transtate i
|
I kuew one Flemish st ilent fl'--!n'
Louvain at the Catholie University n.’i
Arnerie, wrad Totobd bame that 1 had i
diffienlt pus=age 1 wanted bim to Tl |
er o me, 1o came to my room |
[ TR el another Flem -‘..ﬂ'lrl
dent, o had Just arvived from Bels !
1nn I who lived through the bom- |
Varduien f Louvain, He was recently |
Gl ey | \iny | 1- |
thoriti it oraer 1ot i ~ Wi |
for the nricsthood |
After talking abwut d time
together ot O | o1 of Louva !
| nted througih m P fuou ]>
the nunflier ol o Vaoice In questior
und showed L I Tt For o
moment e Zrew white as a ghost, |
and the tears sathiersd in his eves, |
but with a =trong effort ) vantrol |
|
of hnnsvelf I ' wicd |
“l wid the inveluntary canse of
dea l
1 ! touver ‘
thie tnetnory  of Y | LR | f i
enlmed down b il me Lhils # it
In b pastoral of Christmas, 191,
Curdinal Mereier sod “Tn my diw-
sl ol ] w1 "R | ey e sts
wers put to deat! e of these, Lhe
Vil i ext of Gelrode, saffered, 1 Le-
liews Vet Mty rdoetn I oanede
a p i w o riave (AT 1 i
1he 1 { w! om0 laiely lie 1l
L i o Wit ' L
1. ooabid 10 1
the height of Heaven he woald giiard
Yiim jru ! Viooese 5 eountry
Tl se W i . vio hia ey
b W1 1 " 0 Loy
et aler i f. =
Cxpt ] = ‘ 1 i
“ 1l i Vel's Lo i L
griong Wotds vl Heow tr
Cre the readel vall €asiy iate
et
Father Juseph Derge W - 1
Cid type of 1 Belglan 1 s
=l st ove wnd obliging, gen
nue 1o o Tau and Liis naFEisry oy
18 3 a0 1 \ n
i | 1t (SCETS T O o P \ 1
* il votion t 1
= el ¢ int i © LOwW! f
and lichtawart, and when he was du-
slailmd purish priest of Cielrode |
Novermiber, 1913, the people Lilese
1w litth lages cume o a body to

mor hils instaliation.

“I thank God for having Lrouzht)
me to you here,” ho sald to the ;.v--v;--n:
i Gelrode, “and all my energies will |
renceforth be spent amongs you to
further your spiritual welfare, 1%or|
you and yvour children I will woark and |
pray, suffer and dis"

T Divinity which shapes our ends, |
rough hew them how we will, heard
thls promise und took the s 1¥ man
at his word before a year had passed, |

I'or nine months he was to labor)
among them and was then %9 give hia
ilfe for the faith he had taugict l!\m]!
tw cherish and to ove. |

s first work was to teach little|
children to =ing. And =20 well dlnl he |
succesd that a month after his instals |
lation, on Christtiae Day, the lttie |
ones of the purish sang =o beautifully !

’ whid  eswmina v L
amdent socdl
) Lo et Intelligent type
He  instituted congregations in the
pariszh twhiei SCuleeiy N e rea
nore than i d souis) for the
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FIRE CHIEF CROKER'S FIGHT WITH A RIVER OF FL. \\IING GASOLENE

Chief Croker's career in the New York Fire Department was filled [le Cdt I“ 1re P‘
with exciting adventures. For pure thrills perhaps none of them was ||

more extraordinary than the experience which he describes in the fol-

l lowing article,
"

Hy EDWARD F, CHORER, Jonn looked in on his way to bed and | of fire came luto view., The engine filled with gasolene,”
M8 ulent of November 9§, 190y | 5Hd: . ) brils were sounding on all ldes of v Here wus u pecullar situation. one to
e faw firomen who .l-v tter l‘u--n A nip, Chief, while | The thrill of o fight got Inte our velns. nmuwke any filreman nervous. A good,
were in the department at the .‘“Il _" n.!:. ,'.le lrl..;f.‘.. sir" fIn a4 moment wo pulled up 100 feet sharp fire blazing . an oil soaked '
Ui thak it *oegat it Kot threw iy self ‘ln\\p ou a cot and | from the hinze, building which had on one side a tanlt
ot thers Wa avy death toll on FSRed and turned. No doubt about| It was 1ol the gas works which filied with gasolene and on the other
| it night: as o matter of fact!'y * --‘I"'\\.t- something queer gbout | .\Mr:-- burii "" It was a ®X story o metropolitan gas plunt,  But there
Lhere wan not @ life fost; but it wus | M HEhL  Muybe the alr wus over- l butlding some 300 fect from the river. | wus nothing for us to do hut fight
u night when quaecr thangs happencd """"‘""' l““ i ":-w'l"u'u_\. \\.m.f--\'nl'r. X A\ \'-Iur n.:J factory,” euld a bat-| the tire und hope for the best,
With s rapidity thit made one diz . San, Lho queartiens hag Liken hold(itallon thiet'eoming up; That is what we did, By i o'vlock
M Gre Dt Besn dHida bot A of my uerves and sleep Wity Impos- | ll::t} meant s und paint, a stub- 1 the fire was well under control and we
i § Clietey Hill distrior, & business ' I rose, turned on the light and | born tire to Hzht and ul\-\lf.\‘rl i menacs | all breathed a sigh of relief. The
w1 ! ?-w'.---:‘ bad for Birooklyn 1 -l..~t-l the magszine gain, l.Llu.' e, but vot necessarily dangerous. | building lLiad been pretty thoroughly
for . moment, but it was v | HHO & Kk struck L. There was a| Flames were shooting out of the s | gutted, but the walls looked solid. The
Mo a Hash in the pan t :"‘,',' An [""H‘I"""- 3'.’“". wnd third Noor windows, T‘J‘W' bliaze hud been literally drowned. By
sl o A N Come in' 1 calied heads of hose were already in the this time the street to the river wus
toh RNBEIR G an ke i B t-.; It was John Rusii lie bair all “r‘;lulillil The men were acting with | jlike w river {self und a mighty tor-
sl itothut wis Joht's way of | Hssed up | thelr usual devil may care bravery. rentiul one at thut.
doing thing Nover wis there such “Its o use, Cluef, 1 can't ecoax| | walked down the street to the I ovdered Lialf of *e engines tulien
a r " fire department, ond | @ Winla Saw your Hght burning and | river, Immediately  adjoining  the Up and sent back to  their houses,
very laely there w never be such | 100k the jlocrty of I Lurning budlding was a #table,  Men | There was no longer any sign of ftire,
WU U Johin, poor fellow e CNit down, Jolm, 1 ean't coux 4l were lewding the horses out already | but enormous clouds of smoke told us
1o thut when he drove himself head- | Wink efther® and taking them to places of safety, | whut was smouldering,
first into a brick wall, We taiked a lttle about things of ! Next to the stable was o large !tun—r “John,"” suld T to my driver, “tliere
| was  something in the nlr ierest dn the department,  Vifteen | ber sard,  UDetween the lumber yvard | scems to be po more reason for our.
thut o « vor that night., John nutes passed,  An adarm began to ! and the river were the gas works, the | remaining. so let's go."
f we we chtggod back to ] vomein Tistinetively wo both counted, | stecl of the enormous tanks already “Iight, s, suld he and stepped

Lisialeg au Sone, two, thiree cone, two, three, | glimmering in the light of the nearby | to crank up the engiue.
Quey nig 1 t, & e saud, | fouroene, two”  John lonked at the | ames, [ took my place in the car, glancing
I LUl wiil,” 1 assented, ) As 1 eatwe o the river's edwe the|at John's stuoped tigure as 1 did so.

CIid yon eser” e asled, "seo the Tenth sfreet and the Bast River, " aheill whistle of  the first  firebout | His fuce was toward the fire, my back
Etivet o i sir' he said, sounded,  In o few minutes 1t camo [ was to it Suddenly he stralghtensd

(| ve T oever huve, John ““. both excluimed in the same | aloug-lde, made fast and o erew of [up, erying, “Look' "

T W ttle silenee s Wi I-r:'.'|'lz,: men started up the gtreet carrving a The sido wall of the bullding wis
Yioked vur wavy up the Bowery, Then ri i works Hue of hose, Ten minutes lonter two | sjlowly toppling over Ite top grid-
J0Ln il praking more to Lhimself I slippesd on my ot amd Lt amd o mors freboats wera  alongside  wud  ually curved down, a8 @ piece of paper
thin 1 H John dashed out for Ws There was jthelr engines were putnping the muddy | taming at one edge will curve over,

“Hort of snnoi vou kvow,  Odid ) woodoubt thist the prospect of activity | river water into the veneering fac- | and suddenly collupsed and fell with o
Yow v dar L5 and vet thepe's | wid i rellef to each of us, A couple | tory I retirnead to the scens of the | tremendous roar A myriad of =parks
no f of minules 1ter, perhaps 1ess, the ons | blaze The  gutters were  running | shot into the darkness above, Then a

Wy t hemdearters at ghout | gite of my car was thunderig l|\|".\;li. a torrent  of water four feot! Lhuge ¢loud of Dlaeck emoke roso liko
"o R 1 city wae gquiet gulet Daeclamation of  pleasuare, or protes ;s | wide " wradth from the rulns.  Spelibound
L vElres s wers coneerned .-"tl o double doors were shiding bk “See that one story bullding  just | we watched,

‘ﬂ.l.'.' Iy I un o magazl 1.»”‘;.“.] W Wero on olr Way Lo the e, to the west?” suld the battalion chief “Ome, two. three, four” | counted
nn el ta bt the spot | Up Lafuyette strect 1o Adtor place, | harrving up. the seconds, “five, six, seven, elgh—-—-"'

J | to T

an officer mounted the pulpit and an-

| nounced to the frightened people that

sniping had occurred and that punizh-
ment would be meted out immediately.

No evidence was given, no denlals
lheard. Seven yYoung men and one

| Young woman were then taken out and

lined up against the church wall and
ahiot,  After thia the peopls were al-
lowed to return to their houses and
the evening passed in a deathly al-
leneo.

Father Dergent was openly accused
by the enemy of bedng the cause of the
sniping, He potested In valn, He
wis orderad to remaln within the pres-
bytery and the enemy’s soldiers, who
belonged to the same regiment that

burned Louvain, chalked {nsuling
wonds and phrases on the door of his
liouse, Some of his  parighiouers,

braver than the others, came to him
to cheer him up, and they wiped ous
the insulting inseriptions and substi-
tuted words of praies in their plaos,
In the American <'ollega at louvain
during July and August some few
American and Flemirh students had
remained. At the outbreak of the war
they were enrolled in the Belgian Red
Crose service and two of them-—one of

pens
Fataer Dergont wus placed upright
i certaiu thing which stands out-
stede many chure in Belgiuin against
the wall 1 et and arms were
'bound with wire and ag euch group
’f'.\.p wourwht out of the "mr‘ they
iu. ¢ forved at th int of & revolver
ter datle 1 e more exact
for dece His facs was cut
und e Llows he Tiud
e .‘ e e | { a hours this
\..:;.‘ i hideaus comedy was curried out 4n
% the presetioe of the cenemy's soldlers,
Wohen the soldiers grow tired of it
| one amon g them proposed to give Liim
A fresaloan if he w u-l ery out, “To
I - With Jesusy O MThers was
ONiY ooe answer 10 Lial temptation
I-‘H'“" e, alld It Way g frm CNeyep! ™
| oo ly o wosl et puesed hle lipg
‘I| Iwing tha whnle tims of the oltrage,
" ) g : who mat T o wosldiers taen drasged Vather Der-
) Tt t night and old [EENT 10 B SPOL abotit thirt sl
e t wi 1 find corrolw. | W from ahe chiureh and #hot Tun
ihesdl wandd f word the Vodoe of |t IrouKa Lhe e
Helgorm for Vobraary 12, 1510 - were | il UOUZ Wa 8 ‘.r("""'l and thrown
clirged wit vislting the :-'HTUIIII\“!-KI::“" the Demer. Two days later it
Shw g tlie wolded. wWad peacked up and burtesd, After e
These two “tudents eatne to (Gelroda | Capture of Malines, when things had
WoAUZust 20 and after encouraging quieted down, Cardinad Menclar went
. Do ricenit thoy | Lo Ll #pot Where e was interred, the
rourh 1 vitlame | bandy was exhumesd aml carrted in pro-
v ot T ces<tun o the chureh at  Goelnsde,
\ Y the tov i W tuke Wilere VPl pRes! mws buried
tour \ NS " Wi Loeccdesiad o] hionors,
\ A ted That doH thing could take place
' an v L i modern times {8 almest neredible
SR w with the syound-d | Unforiunately it 8 truo and Pather
wias i ol Py young friend ! Dergent s nume stands out amot g *he
" : Father gent (o take tle| e 5 of Belgam to-day as one who
\SOINE Y | ther to U Poter's Tospital | sutferad fur Lis falth as well gse fm
in 1 i or Verschot, wihere a 4 country. Jurdinal Mercier would
TR R U Wit «l been estab- | never live called him & martyr 1njess
| ed i he monastery of the Plepus | e was sure of the froets, and the voung
i A ! Flemish stisdent who sat and tell me |
My teiend the student !Ii'lE "“"‘-\"":' 8 story hieard the incidents spoken '
i ! iR LA t WLt nporning of the bhurlnl there
|‘ lx l“‘r‘-:--| !l-.-l.l-llr.l.‘r--!l‘-l-: 'HI :;[:n::h; I e 1 “: van_ gl l,:u:;"l; lhrpn‘t i
withi this on he felt that ha Wuullu] l-(-l .‘ “‘h”h "”:’ - di ﬂ;..'1'ﬂ“ A .
Jluesd to Tiss treaty thesuah “‘.l :-I-l / nl..ul -\xt to lm.u;lu-
gt o B ol .l.dr‘“‘] prisat’s | what -‘h ll ; we  pa Td over hly
servant muailde this Hed Cross armlet, Ifj-“‘n‘“ Whet by aaw. the heading of
A ) 4 Leo article T showed him:  “Joseph
ind early nest morning, August U8 '“. rgent, the MartyT Vriest of Gele
Father Dorgent put the wounded |:;g-n roda."’
l l llual;‘ 'nlr.dl.:u:.:-|‘-‘1”:.:.:...'t‘in:urlf:: (Copyrighted im U'nired  States and

Aersclint,

nth strect, last
| As we turned tlu

in Teuth street
carner the firat lare

About 8 o'vlock that morning they
arrived at the monastery, which hud
been tumed Into & hospital, The
fathiers saw at once that }ather Der-
gent was in danger, for the Red Cross
badge was poorly made and was not
stamped with the enemy’s seal. They
advised him strougly not to lsave the
hospital until they had arrunged the
matter with the enemy's pnysicians,
but he told them of what the young
Flemish student had said and that he
had no time to walt for all this red
tape, becauss his parish was in the
hands «f the cnemy and his people
needed his support every moment in
the triala they were going through.

After going to confession to his reg-
ular confessor, Father Blaslus, to
whomn he eald: ‘I feel, father, that
this s my lust confeaslon,” he started
back to Gulrode. He had scarcely
reached the limits of the town of
Aergchot when he was arrested. His
ted Cross loadge was exumined and
he was technically accused of spying
on the enemy's outposte under a dis-
guise,  That night he spent in the
cellar of the clty hall of Aerschot a
prisoner and it was wnnounced to him
that on tho morrow he was to die.

Fatlhier Dergent was about (7 vears
old, a strong specimen «f the sturdy
I"lemish #tock which has aever known
fear, and he showed no concern over
his fate. It was euwsy to die when it
was in the pursuit of his duty as a
priest of God. [Had Lo known the
martyrdom awalting um he might
not have passed that night so calmly
or o peacafully.,

The people of Aerschot weres all
huddled togethicr in the Church of
Natre Dame. The priests of the town
were lmprisoned there also, in the

Eanvtuary, aiad no one was allowed to
move except at regular intervals, when
a group wag led outside the church
for a few moments to satl=fy their
needa

That moming an offlcer mounted the
pulpit
people thut the parish prigst of Gel-
rode Wwas to die for his emerity in
leaving Nis ¢wn town, even though it
Wis 0 an errand of mercy., In the
soveral aceounts T have of what fole
lowed the writers all apologlze
tell tue fucts exactly as they hap-

Canada by Blalely Hall, Great Beitedn
riaghte reserved.)

ighter Tells of the Wild Night When Huge
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Drenched Streets With Blazing Liquid

“Yes," T replied.
"It houses wn enormous tank which

A glimmer of light shot up from

I-| dantitie

s ol

rus

ed fort

Tank Exploded and

Cths one dtory bullding, A long tongue | shattered tank the hlaze came o
of flune leaped Into the wir and dis- | rapidly The men ut the windows
appeared out of sight. Another | who had not heeded the tirst order to
twongue of flune did the same; then | descend suw the danger now and clam-
another, and another, and another, | bered down for their Hves, The L’
with increasing rapld!ty. In a moment of them fairly wiaded throagh Haool
it pillar of tire reached apparently to fame to safety, some of them by
the very stars and a roar like that of | burned
distint thunder made our volces al- A score of us had retreated to the |
most pnaudible. eust of the factory toward the river
The gasclene tank was an Inferno Before we realized our sigat on we
of flume, weln cut off from escape tot A1t
I Jumped to the streat and ran past ' where the only real sadety wa
the burning buildings to the east. | found. High walls en each sil
Thera was no more darkness to that | street prevented escape inoany w
night =it lLad been turned to day. but stralght to the fire boats
Alvvady T could see gasolenes on the Then ocvurred one of the 1
witer in the street being ecarrvied rap- | cullar things in the Listor
idly to the river, New York Fire Departmes
Our first thought was for the men history probably of any fire depoe
in the veneering factory. One by one ! ment (n the world
they came back to the windows anil The wall of Hame secnped Lo
lodgid on the sills, still playing their  todind wings. It shot down the st
hose into the boiling 4‘m||uirur|, funned LY & SHIY Loz
“Come down, every man! ' ILehouted, | schooner driving betore the s |
Tha order was pussed along the line, [ a0 instant the  tames  were 1o
'but the men moved down reluctantly . | seorching our fuce We turned
"Til".\ could not see the danger. 1t 18| ran for our Hves in e
| #lways bard to make @ good treman | Most of us darnped one b the o
[stop flghting a fre even when he | boats, but some, o Lt 1o the e
tknows that his life 18 in peril, 1 huve | plunged headlong e e viver, Ty
seetl men walk into alinust certain, was not even tiane to loosen 1l "
Pdeath, impelled by @l instimet common They were hucked W With gy |
to all firemen, to get at the tlre itsed s were 1he Lnes ol e Wi |
no matter what the risk, us to the shore
Nuddenly, without the least warn-,  Five minut
fing, @ gheet of flume shot across the  op fHame bl s PO i
(street, Thoe ery went up: there wax i solid mass of fre from
“INun for your lives:!" the veneering factory to el it
And then, like some Kind of ominons | distunee of  dou Thinsu 0
life, o wall of fire thut stretehed from  feet of hose ol been e I"Wip-
feurb to curh crept slowly but cer- geore firemen tod escuped with thg
tuinly down that Mooded street toward  lives by o gl
the river v Prom the deed 1A vl
It wus the gusoline bhurnng on the | hack. First 1l siggiole » $1a
|:-ur|'ut-n of the wuter. As greater|flume. Then the lumber yard \\;l."ll
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Two soldiers then drag ed Father Dergent to a spul about thirty meters away from the church and shot him through the heart.
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